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SLPS Announcements
SLPS Has a College Scholarship Website!!!

SLPS and College Summit have worked hard to bring SLPS students scholarship information. This site is edited weekly as new information and opportunities are constantly becoming available. Please visit: Scholarships
‘Tis the Season to Celebrate!

The St. Louis Public School District will be closed December 20th, 2010 until January 4th, 2011. However, before the schools close for Winter Break, please see Spotlight News’ Calendar of Events for school celebrations and activities culminating a semester of learning!

SLPS in the News
· SLPS Names Special Education Teacher of the Year (St. Louis Globe Democrat)
· McClellan: Fine local authors get some publicity (Post Dispatch)

· Brian J. Zimerman, a beloved SLPS principal, has passed. Obituary: St ... (Post Dispatch)

· Stimulus grants to St. Louis area schools vary widely (Post Dispatch)

· St. Louis police recruits give students rare opportunity (KSDK)

· Getting Youth off the Streets with Hip-Hop: A Campaign That ... (STL HipHop)
· St. Louis Beacon - Safer neighborhoods can lead to leaner bodies (St. Louis Beacon)

· Bully Prevention (Character Plus)

· District presents music educators with awards (St. Louis Post Dispatch)

· St. Louis Beacon - St. Louis County school districts still wait ... (St. Louis Beacon)

· Kindergarten | ENGLISH ARTICLES (English Articles)

· SLPS recognizes music teachers of the year (St. Louis American)

· Books and Badges (Fox 2)
· Prop S Story  Click Here
· SLPS Students-in-Transition Program Featured on KMOX Click Here
· FACE of SLPS Podcast Click Here
SLPS News

· Play 60 at Jefferson
· Books&Badges 2010
· Central VPA Wrapping Party
· 2010 Special Education Teacher of the Year
Gateway’s FIRST Tech Teams Advance to the MO State Robotics Championship!

Gateway’s three FIRST Tech Challenge Robotics teams competed in the St. Louis FTC Robotics Qualifier, and performed very well.  Two of the teams came in third and fourth place out of twenty-six teams, and one team won the Rockwell Collins Innovate Award for creative robot design.  All three teams earned the right to compete in the Missouri State Robotics Championship in Rolla, MO, on February 26th, 2011.  Congratulations to all the team members who participated!
Carnahan Students Bring Books to SLPS Elementary Students

The Carnahan volunteer group "Give Back Teens" and Carnahan's Student Council members have teamed up this holiday season at Scholastic Book Warehouse for a total of 96 volunteer hours! Their community service will help bring brand new books into the classrooms and libraries at Stix Early Childhood Center and Jefferson Elementary School.  As one student, Mercedes Brown, said "I have never forgotten the stories read to me in elementary school and I want these students to have some of those same great stories."  

Missouri Businessman Gives Gift of Learning at Gateway Elementary

Mr. Chowdhury, a businessman in Fredericktown, MO, moved to the United States years ago from his native land of Bangladesh. He is hoping to have a positive impact on education in this country and to empower children to become skillful communicators and resourceful learners by giving the “Gift of Words”.   As a result, Mr. Chowdhury has donated 96 dictionaries to all students in Grade 3 at Gateway Elementary.  Mr. Chowdhury stated that "The Dictionary Project" is working toward the goal of sending dictionaries to every elementary school in the United States.  Gateway Elementary is very appreciative of the gift and plans to use the donation as often as possible. 
Patrick Henry Students Raise Money for Cardinal Glennon

Patrick Henry Downtown Academy has placed an emphasis on GIVING this season. Thanks to a suggestion by one of the PTO parents, students in Ms. Sandy Moore’s class are raising money, $0.25 a ticket for a raffle drawing, from their peers, friends and families for a donation to Cardinal Glennon Children’s Hospital.  In addition, to remind the school of the project, Mrs. Moore’s class created fun skits and clever phrases for daily announcements. It is a wonderful project and the students hope to bring joy this holiday season to kids in need at the hospital. 

Hydrogen to Ununoctium!

Students in Mr. Goodin's chemistry class are practicing their chemistry skills using one of Soldan's new SMARTBoards. The equipment allows students to interact with learning using multiple senses, and offers a wide array of instructional tools that help to immerse students in all subjects. Soldan is excited to be using this new technology in the classroom and has plans to install additional SMARTboards in other classrooms. 

Central VPA Soaring Eagle Shout-Out!

· A SOARING EAGLE SHOUT-OUT to SHACURA WADE AND JOHN SWAPSHIRE. Both Shacura and John are members of the COCA’s Ballet Eclectica, the student dance company! 
· A SOARING EAGLE SHOUT-OUT to DESTINY REESE, LILI CASTILLO AND IAN MARTINEZ-CASSMEYER. All three of these Central VPA students are members of the St. Louis Cameron Youth Orchestra (Conductor, Mr. James McKay). 
Congratulations Ms. Denise Miller and Ms. Misty Williams

Ms. Miller and Ms. Williams, teachers from Washington Montessori, have collaborated with the MySci program at Washington University for several years to bring rich and meaningful hands-on experiences to their students. As a result, they have been invited to participate in an exclusive panel discussion with local area science teachers and the MySci team.  

Herzog Receives Large School Supply Donation from Community Partner

Recently, Herzog Pilot Academy received a wonderful donation from Harmony Grand Chapter Order of Eastern Star, Missouri Jurisdiction PHA, F&AM, a community partner at the school. Volunteers delivered a huge assortment of school supplies, including spiral notebooks, pencils, crayons, markers, glue book bags, rulers, pencil boxes, folders, pens and more. The students and staff would like to thank Harmony for their generosity. 

Carnahan Presents an Enchanting Winter Program

With a variety of styles and sounds, Carnahan High School students presented an enchanted evening before an enthusiastic crowd of parents, grandparents, community representatives and other guests.  The Winter Program, held in the school’s gymnasium, was spearheaded by Ms. Candice Hardin and Mr. Al Stith, and featured students who are members of the choral and instrumental musical outlets of the school.

The audience was regaled by performances that included:

· The choir singing “Carol of the Bells,” and “Do You Hear What I Hear?” 
· The Beginning Band playing “Jingle Bells” 
· The Jazz Band playing “I’ll Be Home for Christmas,” “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas,” and “Santa Claus is Coming to Town” 
· A personal performance by Amanda Ivy singing “Santa Baby”

· The Concert Band performing “Salvation is Created” and “Angel Fantasie” 
· The Show Choir’s singing “Silver Bells” and “The Christmas Song” 

Upcoming Events

SLPS Be Idle Free “Turn the Key” Art Award Ceremony

Date: Monday, December 13, 2010

Location: Regional Arts Commission, 6128 Delmar Blvd.

Time: 5:00-7:30pm

For more information please contact Mr. Douglas Eller (314) 602-4808

Students at Ford and Walbridge to Receive Gifts from Secret Santa

Mrs. Maurice Jordan, along with family, friends, and co-workers, will provide Christmas wishes to preschoolers, kindergarteners, and 1st graders at Ford Community Education Full Service School, 1383 Clara Ave., on Tuesday, December 14th, at 8:45a.m., and Walbridge Community Education Full Service School, 500 Davison Ave, on Wednesday, December 16th, at 8:30am. 

The Secret Santa program is now in its 9th year servicing Pre-K - 1st grade students.  Since its inception, the Secret Santa program has given to over 1500 SLPS families.  

50th Anniversary Celebration

Jefferson Elementary School will be celebrating its 50 years at the 1301 Hogan St. location with an Anniversary Celebration. 
Date: Tuesday, December 14, 2010
Time: 5:00pm-6:30pm
Admission is free, and the celebration will feature:
· School tours

· Student displays honoring the past five decades

· 50th Anniversary souvenirs available

· Special guest speaker 
Tom Brady and Friends to Host Santa Program at Patrick Henry

Students at Patrick Henry Downtown Academy, 1220 N. 10th St., will be receiving wonderful gifts from Tom Brady and Friends on Wednesday, December 15th, at 9:00am. 
Annie’s Winter Wonderland

Shaw VPA CEFSS, 5329 Columbia Ave., will be performing Annie’s Winter Wonderland and featuring visual art, dance, vocal music, drama, and instrumental music acts. 
Date: December 16, 2010

Showtime: 2 p.m. and 6 p.m.

Walbridge Students to Perform a Winter Concert at Garrison Health Center

The Walbridge Elementary Honors Choir and Ms. Gaines' Fourth Grade class will be presenting a Winter Concert at Garrison Health Center on Thursday, December 16, at 11:00 a.m.  Garrison is a home for the elderly located at 2939 Magazine Street neat Yeatman Square Park.  

“Happy Birthday Hodgen!”10th Anniversary Program & Reception
Date: Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Time: 10:00 a.m. 
Location: Hodgen Gymnasium, 1616 California 

 Helicopter Landing at Yeatman-Liddell!

On Friday, December 17, 2010, at 10:00am, Sgt. Bakkar with the United States Air Force has arranged for a helicopter landing at Yeatman-Liddell Middle School, 4265 Athlone Ave. The landing is part of a teaching activity and school reward for the "Swaggin Out Math Academy". 

Lyon@Blow K-8 Musical Performance

Students at Lyon@Blow K-8 School, 516 Loughborough, will be performing their Winter Concert on Friday, December 17th, at 2:00pm.

8th Grade College Exploration Conferences

The Division of Career and Technical Education will again offer the Eighth Grade College Exploration Conferences.  Eighth grade is not too early to begin planning and preparing for college.  By visiting a campus in 8th grade, students can begin investigating different types of colleges, learning about entrance requirements, gathering financial information and taking the necessary steps in high school to ensure college admissions.  All of this is enhanced with a student booklet providing resources for high school and post secondary planning.  All programs are held on the college/university campuses from 9:30 AM to 1:00 PM. 

Following is the schedule of programs for the 2010-2011 school year:



January 25 -    Bunche IS Middle School at Soldan @ Webster University



January 26 -    Stevens Middle School @ St. Louis University



January 27 -    Carr Lane VPA Middle School @ St. Louis Community College @ Forest Park



January 28 -    Lyon @ Blow @ University of Missouri – St. Louis

If you have any questions, contact Cathy Gutjahr, Program Manager, at 345-5715.

Resources/Opportunities for SLPS Families and Staff

Scrap Tire Playground Material Grants Available
The Missouri Department of Natural Resources' Solid Waste Management Program is accepting applications for fiscal year 2011 Scrap Tire Material Grants.

Practical Parenting Partnerships Training

Dates: December 14th & 15th
http://www.pppctr.org/pages/uploaded_files/Dec%202010%20Implementation%20Training%20Registration%20Form.pdf
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